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1 - UNITED STATES 
Aside from persistently cold weather across the 
northern Plains and Northwest, the nation experienced 
unusual January warmth.  Conditions were especially 
mild across the eastern half of the nation, where cold 
outbreaks were fleeting and mostly limited to a few 
days in early January.  Storminess accompanied the 
general warmth, especially in California and other 
parts of the western and central U.S.  Even where it 
was cold, such as the northern Plains and Northwest, 
periods of wintry precipitation provided ample 
moisture and insulation for winter wheat but resulted 
in hardship for livestock.  Farther east, a mid-January 
storm produced significant rain and freezing rain in 
drought-affected areas of the central and southern 
Plains, benefiting winter wheat.  Meanwhile, much of 
the Midwest received widespread rain and snow, 
leading to muddy fields and feedlots.  Elsewhere, 
most of the South experienced warm, showery 
weather, although dry conditions across Deep South 
Texas and Florida’s peninsula maintained irrigation 
demands for crops such as citrus and vegetables. 
 
2 - SOUTH AMERICA 
Heavy rain returned to central Argentina in early 
February, renewing concerns for localized flooding 
but maintaining abundant moisture levels for 
immature corn and soybeans.  The rain was 
welcomed in previously dry southwestern farming 
areas.  Frequent rainfall also maintained favorable 
prospects for soybeans, cotton, and other summer 
crops in most major production areas of central and 
southern Brazil, although pockets of dryness lingered 
in a few locations in the northeastern interior. 
 
3 - EUROPE 
Colder- and drier-than-normal weather prevailed 
across much of the continent during January.  
Prospects remained overall favorable for dormant 
winter grains and oilseeds from France into Poland 
and the Balkans, with the winter-season dryness 
having little — if any — adverse impact.  However, 
there was likely some winterkill in Hungary and 
environs during early January due to bitter cold and a 
lack of snow cover.  Farther south, dryness lingered 
over Spain and northern Italy, though early-February 
rainfall improved moisture supplies and eased 
drought concerns for vegetative winter grains.   By 
early February, Europe’s cold weather was replaced 
by moderating temperatures and accelerating snow 
melt, leaving crops exposed to potential late-season 
bitter cold. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
4 - FSU-WESTERN 
In January, dormant winter wheat was well insulated by 
a moderate to deep snowpack over much of the region.  
However, southern portions of Russia dealt with 
fleeting snow cover, though the coldest weather was 
coincident with sufficient snow insulation. 
 

5 - NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 
During January, heavy rain eliminated drought 
concerns in Algeria and maintained adequate to 
abundant moisture supplies for winter grains in 
northern Tunisia.  Drier-than-normal weather prevailed 
in Morocco, though winter grain prospects remained 
overall favorable and markedly better than last year.     
 
6 - MIDDLE EAST AND TURKEY 
Dry weather prevailed for much of January, though 
beneficial rain and snow by month’s end improved 
prospects for vegetative winter grains from the 
Mediterranean Coast into central and southern Iran.  
Dormant winter wheat in central Turkey was well 
insulated by a widespread snowpack, while mild 
weather in northern Iran kept the region devoid of 
insulation for dormant winter grains before snow 
returned at the end of January. 

 
 
7 - SOUTH ASIA 
While the majority of India experienced seasonal 
dryness, rainfall in Tamil Nadu provided some relief 
from drought conditions.  In addition, rainfall in the far 
northern states boosted soil moisture for reproductive 
wheat.  Elsewhere, heavy late-January showers in Sri 
Lanka brought seasonal totals closer to normal and 
stemmed further declines in rice yields following an 
autumn drought. 
 
8 - EASTERN ASIA 
Occasional rainfall and unseasonably mild weather 
during January benefited overwintering wheat and 
rapeseed in eastern China.  In contrast, drier-than-
normal conditions occurred in southeastern China, 
limiting soil moisture to some seasonal crops but not 
adversely affecting long-term moisture supplies. 
 
9 - SOUTHEAST ASIA 
Normal to well-above normal rainfall was reported 
throughout the region in January, keeping rice and 
other crops well watered.  In the Philippines, some 
northeastern areas experienced flooding from 
occasional deluges, although the heavy showers 
helped replenish irrigation supplies for rice and corn.  
To the south, seasonable rainfall maintained 
favorable moisture conditions for oil palm in Malaysia 
and Indonesia as well as for rice in Java (Indonesia).   
 
10 - AUSTRALIA 
In January, above-normal rainfall in South Australia 
and western Victoria hampered fieldwork.  As a result, 
wheat harvesting stretched until the end of the month.  
Elsewhere in the wheat belt, passing showers caused 
few fieldwork delays, allowing most harvesting to 
wrap up early in the month.  In northern New South 
Wales and southern Queensland, scattered showers 
benefited summer crops, although pockets of drier-
than-normal weather reduced local moisture supplies.  
Progressively hotter weather compounded the local 
dryness, stressing some dryland crops while 
increasing irrigation requirements for cotton. 
 
11 - SOUTH AFRICA 
In January and early February, widespread, 
occasionally heavy rain maintained high yield 
prospects throughout the corn belt as early-planted 
crops advanced through reproduction.  In contrast, 
rainfall continued to be below normal for rain-fed 
sugarcane in the main production areas of southern 
KwaZulu-Natal. 
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More details are available in the Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin at 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/pubs/Weekly/Wwcb/index.htm 


