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Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top and ground temperatures for 6:45 a.m. EST (NOAA)

Agricultural Weather Highlights — Friday - December 23, 2016

e Inthe West, winter weather and storm alerts are in effect for much of the region ahead of an advancing Pacific
Storm system. Locally heavy rain and snow will be possible today from southern California into the western
Rockies, increasing the snow pack but making holiday travel hazardous.

e Onthe Plains, a wintry mix of precipitation lingers this morning from Nebraska to Oklahoma, otherwise
mostly dry weather prevails for the time being.

e Inthe Corn Belt, precipitation moving through the Mississippi Valley will reach the Ohio Valley and Great
Lakes Region by this evening, with pockets of freezing rain and snow possible in more northerly areas.

e Inthe South, showers will gradually intensify west of the Mississippi River before moving into the Delta
overnight. Dry, generally warm weather continues in the Southeast.

Outlook: The Pacific storm system currently moving onshore will continue its eastern push into the Rocky
Mountain States, with heavy snow reaching as far east as Minnesota on Christmas Day. A blizzard watch is already
in effect for the Dakotas due to the potential for heavy, wind-driven snow; one-day precipitation totals in excess of 1
inch (liquid equivalent) are expected. In Montana, lighter snow will help protect winter wheat as temperatures drop
below 0°C locally in the wake of the storm. Lighter precipitation, mostly in the form of rain, is expected in lower
and middle portions of the Mississippi Valley, with a chance for freezing rain from southern Minnesota across the
Great Lakes Region, and a chance for strong storms on the central Plains. Meanwhile, rain and snow showers
stretching from the Tennessee Valley to New England will gradually taper off as the storm currently centered over
southeastern Canada moves out to sea on Christmas Eve, leaving much of the East dry. The NWS 6- to 10-day
outlook for December 28, 2016 - January 1, 2017 calls for warmer-than-normal conditions from the southern Four
Corners Region to the southern Atlantic Coast. Near- to below-normal temperatures are forecast elsewhere, with
the highest likelihood of cool conditions in the Pacific Northwest. Wet weather is expected over much of the East,
the exception being a drier Florida. Drier-than-normal weather is also expected to dominate much of the West,
including the northern Plains, with greater chances of rain and snow showers in parts of the interior Northwest.

Contact: Mark Brusberg, Deputy Chief Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2012)
Web Site: http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/pubs/Daily/TODAY SWX.pdf
Product issued by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of the Chief Economist.

The outlook is an interpretation of National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts and products.
The next scheduled noon release of the “Agricultural Weather Highlights™ will be Thurs., Jan. 12, 2017. On other weekdays, this product will be posted by 9 am EST.




